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In these stirring and momentous times, the plat- 
form becomes almost as serious as the pulpit. A 
man should be ashamed to stand before his country- 
men, and certainly before his countrywomen, to 
deliver a mere literary disquisition. Our hearts 
cannot but throb in unison with the beatings of the 
national heart; our words in some way must deal 
with the great interests of the time, or they will fall 
on listless ears. We cannot forget, even in this 
quict hour together, that our nation is in her great 
trial, and that a million of our brothers are offering 
themselves a sacrifice, if need be, for the safety of 
our country and of us all. 

It seems to me that the present is an appropriate 
time for reviewing together the events of that world- 
famed day, when the tide of war surged through 


these quiet streets of ours; for recalling the sacri- 
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fices and heroism of the “ times which tried men’s 
souls” as to-day tries them. L would refresh the 
memory of the old with the repetition of those tales 
of patriotic devotion which they heard trom parents 
lips; [would tell the young that these hills and 
these streets are holy ground, conseerate with earth's 
most precious thine, — the blood of heroes, — that 
perchance the sacred flame may be kindled in’ their 
hearts, and they may be heroes too. 1 would repeat 
the story of that memorable day, the Nineteenth of 
April, 1775, endeavoring especially to illustrate the 
part our own town took in it, gathering up the fast- 
fading traditions from those lips soon to be scaled 
forever. But one * remains here now of all those 
Who saw the sun of that bright April morning. 
West Cambridge has not yet had justice done her 
for the part she took in those secnes.  Tlistories and 
orations have had little to say about her. Lt has 
been the “ Battle of Lexington and Concord ;”’ it 
should be the “ Battle of Concord, Lexington, and 
West Cambridge.” Within our town the battle 


raged fiercest; more than a third of the patriots 


* Mrs. Lydia Peirce. 
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who died that day, fell within our limits. We have 
more precious dust garnered under youder stone, 
than any other town has treasured beneath its 
monument. 

Let us, then, to-night, standing here on this historie 
ground, this very spot where British and American 
bullets onee crossed each other with deadly aim, 
close to which the first capture of the Revolution 
was made, let us remember our Fathers. 

The memorable year L775 opened gloomily. 
The public mind was in a state of extreme irrita- 
tion throughout the colonies, aud only a spark Was 
required to set all ina flame. ‘There was no dispost- 
tion to redress eTlevalces on the part of the crown: 
the arbitrary and oppressive acts of the royal goy- 
ernor called forth constantly more strentious, but so 
far only passive, resistance on the part of the people, 
and yet both alike were shrinking from the last 
resort. 

I fiud in the note-book of Samuel Cooke, first 
pastor of this parish, whieh he kept mostly in Latin, 
a few remarks which perhaps may be interesting as 
showing the general state of things at this time. 
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Under date of Jan, 31, 1775, he thus sums up the 


account of the month: 


“Ends with moderate weather, as it has been 
through ye month. Some rain, no snow. A turn 
of good sledding in the great roads. A vast quan- 
tity of snow which fell last month, very much drifted, 
Wood dear, provisions plenty and cheap. Rie, 28 
to 30s; Indian, 27s; Beef, 2s 2d; Pork, 2s. 
Speech delivered in ??—t hy (Greoree IT. The 
Lord reigneth! Tories employing their envenomed 
pens to seeure and aequire places and pensions, to 
terrifie and divide the people. O Lord, turn their 


counsels into foolishness!’ 


In February the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
which, after its dissolution by the governor, had met 
independently of his authority as the Provincial 
Convress, appointed cleven men as a Committee of 


Safety, Joseph Warren at its head. They were to 


* I have no means of ascertaining the exact value of the 
shilling at this time; probably it did not vary much from the 
year 1710, when Mr. Cooke writes that boarding with Dea. 


Joseph Adams, he paid 10s per weck, at the rate of 26s to the 


ounce of silver. 
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take charge of the warlike stores of the province, 
to enroll the militia, and muster into active service 
as many as they might think advisable. Officers 
were also appointed to take command of this pro- 
vineial army when assembled. ‘Throughout Massa- 
chusetts, Indeed through the thirteen colonies, the 
people were assiduously practising the use of arms, 
and engaging in military exercises. The clerey 
were not behind their people in zeal and patriotism, 

L hold in my hand a sermon preached in the old 
church yonder,* by the pastor, Rev. Samuel Cooke, 
to the minute company of West Cambridge, about a 
month before the battle. 

Text, Nehemiah 4:13,14,15. “ * * * Be 
not ye afraid of them; remember the Lord, which 
is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses. And it came to pass when our enemies 


heard that it was known unto us, and God had 


¢ This building still stands on Pleasant street, and is now the 
residence of Mr. Charles Gage. It gave place to a larger edifice 
early in this century, being then removed and changed into a 


dwelling house. 
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brought their counsel to nought, that we returned 
all of us to the wall, every one unto his work.” 

“The appearance of arms in this religious assem- 
bly reminds me of that expression of the Roman 
orator, ‘Quanquam preesidiis salutaribus et neces- 
sarlis septi sumus,’ ete., which we may thus trans- 
late, ‘Though we are surrounded with safe and 
necessary enards, yet the means of safety awakens 
our fears.” 

“These instruments of death, taken up only for 
our necessary defenee under alarming threats, we 
heartily wish and pray may not be prepared for the 
day of battle, but a happy means to prevent the 
conflicting warriors, confused noise, aud) gwarments 
rolled in blood. Similar preparations for defence 
to those now making through this land, happily 
operated to the complete deliverance of the Jews, 
without the hazard of an eneawement. And this 
instance is recorded for our encouragement, while 
we are satisfied our cause is just. We feel our- 
selves sensibly interested in the distresses of these 
Jews, as, in some respeets, they bear a near resem- 


blance to our own.” 
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Ie goes on to describe the situation of the Jews, 
settled in a country distant from the seat of sover- 
eign power, whither they had removed by royal 
permission with ample charter privileges. The 
king, misled by their enemies, had issued decrees, 
oppressive and subversive of their chartered rights. 

These unjust decrees being disobeyed, a force 
Was sent out to compel obedience. The wise and 
spirited precautions taken by the patriot ruler of 
the Jews are worthy of observation. © Ist. They 
asked the divine protection, They did not, however, 
presume on this protection without the use of the 
proper means. 2d. They set a wateh. 3d. They 
armed themselves for a vigorous defence in ease of 
attack. “It does not appear,” he says, “that they 
were so unhappy as to have any (raitorous sons 
within their walls, but that some were terrified with 
the sound of arms and the alarms of war.” 

After applying still more at length the example 
of the Jewish people and their ruler, and remarking 
on the success of these measures, he goes on to Say: 

“And now, brethren, the case we have been con- 


sidering is recorded for our instruction. Lt is with 
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the deepest regret that we in any degree apply 
these to ourselves in the present gloomy day. ‘The 
adversaries of Judah were foreigners, they were 
Pagans. These like horrible attempts constrain us 
to say, that Britons are our adversaries! That 
KMnelishmen thirst for our blood! That our most 
eracious sovereign George TIT. declares us rebels !* 
Our adversaries, we may conclude, have lone, by 
repeated insults, endeavored to provoke us to some 
act that might be represented as rebellious, but dis- 
appointment appears only to have enhanced their 
rage; and the vengeance long since imprecated by 
one born among us is now pointed at our breasts. 

The steps directed by the grand Continental 
Coneress we have attended to, trusting, under God, 
for safety in their judicious and united counsels. 
But their loyal and spirited address to the throne 
appears to have proved ineffectual. Tt remains for 
us to pursue the measures with vigor, they have 
advised to, as our last resort. 

There at present appears no other choice left us, 


* The words ** God forbid !"’ are written after the word rebels, 


but they are partially erased in the manuscript. 
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but either tamely to sit down and surrender our 
lives and properties, our wives and children, our 
religion and consciences, to the arbitrary will of 
others, or, trusting in God, to stand up in our own 
defence, and of the British Constitution.” 

Noble words were these ina noble cause! We 
need not wonder that the men of that day were 
brave and patriotic, when they received such conn- 
sels from their rehwious teachers. 

The aggressions of the British continued, and 
things every day more clearly indicated that an 
appeal to arms was near at hand. Boston Neck 
was fortified. An unsuccessful attempt was made 
by British troops to seize the cannon deposited at 
Salem. Officers were sent out in disguise to make 
sketches of the roads, and aseertain the state of the 
towns. Hleven hundred men marched out of Boston 
and threw down the stone walls in the neighborhood, 
thus preparing a field for any future emergeney, 

The news from Europe also wore a hostile aspect. 
The ministry had determined to compel the colonies 
to obedience. The Americans were looked upon as 
cowards, and it was said that five regiments of reg- 


ulars could easily march across the continent. 
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Nor were preparations lacking upon our side. 
The men capable of bearing arms organized them- 
selves into companies, and there were enough veter- 
ans, Who had seen military service in the French 
war, to act as their leaders.* The Committee of 
Safety took the general charge of these prepara- 
tions, and had collected a large amount of military 
stores at Coueord. 

On Saturday, the fifteenth of April, the Provincial 
Congress which had been holding its meeting at 
Concord adjourned to the tenth of May. General 
Gage, having just received a small reinforcement, 
had now under his command ino Boston between 
three and four thousand veteran troops. Tle thought 
that the time had come at last for action, and with 
one decisive blow he hoped to crush the spirit of 
rebellion, On that very Saturday afternoon the 
grenadiers and light infantry were relieved from 
garrison duty in Boston, and concentrated on the 


Common, under pretence of learning a new military 


* Rev. Mr. Cooke preached a sermon Noy. 12, 1758, upon the 
occasion of the return of Capt. Adams and company, with the 


loss of only a single man, 
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exercise. At midnight the boats of the transports 
were collected and moored under the protection of 
the ships of war. These movements seemed suspi- 
cious, and Warren sent word at once to Hancock 
and Adams, who were then at Lexington; through 
this timely intelligence the cannon were secreted 
and some of the stores removed from Concord on 
the seventeenth On Tuesday Gen. Gage sent out 
ten sergcants to Cambridee, who, alter dining there, 
at night scattered themselves along the various roads 
leading out of Boston, in order to cut off all com- 
munication with the country. At ten o'clock the 
following evening the grenadiers and light infantry, 
cight hundred in number, embarked on the boats of 
the transports at the foot of the Common under 
command of Lieut. Col. Smith. Every movement 
was watched, and at once Warren sent a messenger 
through Roxbury to Lexington, and Paul Revere 
was rowed across almost under the guns of the 
Somerset man-of-war to Charlestown, only a few 
minutes before the sentinels received orders to 
alow no American to pass the lines. Tle narrowly 
escaped being captured in Charlestown by some of 
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the British oMeers on the road, and passed on to 
Medford, awaking there the eaptain of the minute 
men, thence he pursued his way through West Cain- 
bridge to Lexineton, giving the alarm at almost 
every house on the road. 

The troops crossed the bay in the boats of the 
squadron, and Tanded at Hast Cambridge, near 
where the court-house now stands. 9 Tere they 
received a day's rations, and, taking the path across 
the marshes, where in some places they were obliged 
to wade through the water, they entered the old 
West Cambridge and Charlestown road (or Milk- 
row, as we call it), at the foot of Prospeet Till. 

It was nearly two o’elock in the morning when 
they entered the limits of Menotomy, as this north- 
west precinct of Cambridge was then called. ‘They 
marched under those two old clus which still form 
the beautiful eastern gate-way of our town. Longe 
may they stand, and may never an enemy's foot 
again tread beneath them! They marehed on 
stealthily, and, as they thought, in secret; but wateh- 
ful eves were upon them. The old man, Samuel 


Whittemore, lived with his son and his) grand- 
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children, in the house under the shade of the old 
elms, just this side of the brook witich divides us 
now from Cambridge. IIe was awakened by the 
stir in the street, and looking out saw the bayonets 
glistening in the moonlight. As they made their 
hasty preparations in the morning, the Jad Amos, 
afterwards distinguished as the inventor of the 
eard-machine, brought out two or three old guns, 
Which, perhaps, had done ewood service in the 
French war, but had Jonge before been thrown 
aside as useless. He liad repaired the broken 
locks, and made them ready for deadly service, 
and now the boy of sixteen wished to go and bear 
his part with the rest. But Amos was obliged to 
remain to take care of his mother and the children, 
while the old grandfather and the son and the elder 
boys engaged in the fight.* 

The Conunittee of Safety, on the day before (the 
elvhtcenth) had held thet session at the Black 
Horse tavern in West Cambridge, kept by Weth- 
erby, which stood near the site of the old) alms- 


house. The other members of that) body had 


* Mrs. Henry Whittemore. 
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returned to their homes at the close of the meeting; 


but three of them, Vice-President Gerry and Cols. 
Lee and Orne, spent the might here, and arose from 
their beds to view the unwonted sight. They 
watched the soldiers passing by, till, as the centre 
Was opposite, an officer and a file of men were 
detached to search the house. This movement 
first gave them the hint of danger, and they hurried 
down stairs. Gerry in his perturbation being on 
the point of opening the front door in their faces, 
when the Tandlord cried out to him, * Por God's 
sake dowt open that door!” and Ted them to the 
back part of the house, whence they escaped into 
the corn-field, before the officer had = posted his 
onards about the doors. There was nothing to 
coneeal them from view in the broad field but) the 
corn-stubble which had been left the previous fall a 
foot or two high, and that was little protection in 
the bright moonlight. Gerry stimbled and fell, 
and called out to his friend, “Stop, Orne; stop for 
me till [can get up; L have hurt myself!” This 
sugvested the idea, and they all threw themselves 


flat on the ground, and, concealed by the stubble, 
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remained there, halfclothed as they had left their 
beds, till the troops passed on. Col. Lee never 
recovered from the effects of that midiuight expos- 
ure; he died in less than a month from that might, 
The house was searched in vain, though they found 
the beds which the objects of their pursuit: lad just 
left, and a gold watch belonging to one of them 
under the pillow, which they did not carry away.* 

The man who lived in the house recently torn 
down by Mr. Allen, was awakened by the rattle of 
the pewter plates on lis dresser, jarred, as they 
were, by the measured tramp of soldiers, aud hasten- 
ing to the window, saw his vard full of red-coats, 
who had been vetting water from his well. Tle stole 
down stairs to seeure his gun, which be hid) in’ the 
chimney; and in the morning, alter clearing the 
house of valuables, so far as he could, le seut his 
finily to Geo. Prentiss’ on the dill, and himself 
joined the minute men. 


Solowon Bowman, the lieutenant of the minute 


* Miss Orne, who received this account from the lips of her 
grandmother, who was niece of Elbridge Gerry, and danghter- 
in-law of Col. Orne, 
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company, lived in the house now occupied by Mrs. 
Henry Whittemore. THe was on the alert, and came 
to the door to sce what was stirring. A soldier, 
leaving the ranks, asked him for a drink of water; 
he refused, saying, “ What are you out, at this time 
of night, for?” As soon as they passed, he at once 
began to warn the company, and at day-break they 
were formed on the common ready for active service.” 

The house opposite, lately destroyed by fire, had 
its chimneys painted white, the sign, in those days, 
that its oceupant was a tory. The British met a 
more gracious reception there, than across the street, 
and were directed on their way.t 

They paused a moment at the centre of the town, 
and the British commander, finding that the country 
was thoroughly aroused, despatched his light tifwutry 
in advance for the purpose of securing the Concord 
bridges, and sent back to Gen. Gage for reinforce- 
ments, —a2 pleee of prudence which alone saved 
his whole force from destruction. In silence they 


resumed their march. Mr. Cutter, who lived in the 


* Mrs. Ifill, daughter of Lieut. Bowman. 


t Mrs. Henry Whittemore and Mrs, Dr. Wellington. 
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house now the westerly end of the upper tavern, 
looked around for his gun, as he saw the soldiers 
open his barn doors and look at his tayorite horse, 
but he had lent it the day before, much to lis 
wife’s joy. 

Though it was so long after midnight, some young 
men were busily engaged playing cards in a shop 
which used to stand in front of where James Schouler 
now lives, and they did uot leave their game till 
they were startled by the near approach of the 
dritish troops.” 

They saw the glimmer of a lieht through the 
shutter of the house, still standing at the upper 
corner of the road which teads too Winchester; a 
soldier was sent to inquire the meaning of a lelhit 
at this unusual hour. The wife rephed that her 
“old man was sick, and she was making some herb 
tea.” The soldicr was satistied with the answer, 
and rejoined his comrades. 

But the old shoemaker and his wife had just been 
melting their pewter plates into bullets, and) when 


startled by the loud knock at the door, the old) man 


# AR. Proctor, who heard it from William Hill. 
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had thrown himsel! upon the bed, and his wife had 
upsct the skillet of molten lead into the turf ashes, 
before she unlocked the door.  Belore the next 
meht, no doubt, some of those so proudly marching 
by, tasted of that herb tea to their sorrow. * 

Before day-break the next morning all in West, 
Cumbridge knew what had happened, and they 
bravely prepared for the emergency.  Phose on the 
line of the great road, secured their most valuable 
possessions, ib many cases throwimg thei pewter 
plates and their silver into the wells. | “Phe women 
and children were removed to places of safety. 
Some went down to Mystic river, others to. the 
borders of Winchester, and many gathered at Geo, 
Prentiss’ on the hill. Plis dauehtersh yet surviving 
at the good old age of more than 90° years, still 
remembers how full them house was that day, aud 
how she saw the poach-trees In bloom and the Orass 
waving, and towards nivht heard the thunder of the 
cannon with which in vain the harassed fawitives 


were trymg to beat back their pursuers. "Pheir 


* Mrs. envy Whittemore. 
t Mrs. Lydia Peirce. 


Aid | 1] prrigay! ae eis q vol ional 


te by Pee |) 

J mn Ve ee stbe 4 volat 
[meu . yee nf ta sit yi out. bait 
iy = ji ae i ? nrt x rat 8 po pl 71 


ee 4 ai 1) of Tethys ‘ +} fi foe y sehedt 


, ate gigeit te _ i GPA otal whites? 
dl ere | ea ee Ce tel 
_ vy gf EE Tp ath aye, 1 og or te aed 
po el Pete hae tf, nleete 30 
. ld jogo! p+ af © AT tients e viata 
) as) 46 ; oa efile Dra 
hae) 1° t + ! i i*ve ent 
toa Se, er j ue gy fF J opened D 
Tay geritre Sse it it en een | 
Hie + oy, UE it ye) : wa onlin 


© ee ad fee ts 
Po teteslare torilts Toow bt tute ule ood 
ai aia qeleitl Mijarin ft ob TY ney Saree 
Sj heat tage. real fault afin: W yae AiPre tertelaso 


danke waAtirinite tly ua jiu «) yalga arrow 


ae “ae 
yout ff gy Mat? ° 
wet ‘ibe. ot - 2 ° 
+e 


ADDRESS. yA 


wives and children provided for—the men of the 
minute company, | suppose comprising every man in 
town of suitable age, under command of Captain 
Benjamin Locke,F met on the common at day-break, 
and marched to Lexington, ready for any service 
Which might be required.  Phey fought that day, as 
all the rest, not in military order as a company, but 
as sharpshooters, each doing the best he could. 

At two o’cloek in the morning the alarm had been 
eiven at Lexington, and the militia and minute men 
to the number of one hundred and thirty gathered 
on the common in answer to the summons. The 
roll was called, the muskets loaded with powder and 
ball, and as there were no signs of the immediate 
approach of the British, a watch was set and the 
company dismissed, to come together at beat of 
drum. ‘The enemy, seizing every man they met, 
were undiscovered till they came within a short 
distance of the village. As their approach beeame 
known, the alarm was again sounded. It was now 
between four and five o'clock. Some sixty or seventy 


formed on the common in double line. and = stood 
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there courageously awaiting the result, with orders 
not to fire unless they were fired upon. They did 
not wait lone; the British advance, having first 
stopped to load and prime, came in sight hurrying 
dlong almost on the run. Piteatrn, a-major of the 
marines, rode th front, and when within five or six 
rods, cried out, * Disperse, ve villains! Ye rebels, 
disperse! Lay down your arms, and disperse ! 

The main body stood firm, neither Luyine down 
their arms nor dispersing. Piteairm gave the order 
to fire. At first, came a few scattering shots, and 
then a deadly volley. Resistance was vain against 
more than tenfold odds, and Capt. Parker ordered 
his aren to disperse, which they did, firing a few 
desultory shots, having lost seven killed and ten 
wounded, a quarter of that gallant band. Thus in 
the gray of that April morning did American liberty 
receive its baptism of blood. "Phe die was cast; 
hencelorth colouies no longer, «© What oa elorious 
morning is this!” exelaimed Samuel Adams, 

The troops formed on the common, fired a volley 
and gave three cheers in honor of their victory, and, 


after a halt of half an drour qarehed on for Con- 
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eord, which they entered about T o'clock. The 
main body remained in the centre of the town, but 
about two hundred leht infiintry were detached to 
secure the north bridve on the road leadine to 
Acton, @ hundred of whom went on a anile further 
to destroy the stores which were collected at the 
house of Col. Barrett. They were not very sue- 
cessful in their search, the Americans having 
“improved the time since the alarm was @iven in 
removing and secreting the military stores. Phey 
destroyed a few barrels of flour, threw five hundred 
hounds of ball into a anill pond, Knocked off the 
trunnions of three iron cannon, burned sixteen 
carriage wheels, and ai few barrels of wooden 
trenchers and spoons. No great return for the 
expedition whieh cost Kine George the brightest 
Jewel in his crown, and 30 many brave men their 
lives ! 

The minute men from the neiwhboring towns had 
been flocking in till more than four hundred were 
gathered on the hill above the north bridge. from 
this spot they could see the movements of the troops, 


and several fires were visible in the village. They 
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determined to march to the defence of the town. 
As they approached the bridge in double file, with 
trailed arms, the British began to take up the 
planks; and as the Americans quickened them step 
to prevent this, first a few scattering shots, and 
then a volley, was fired upon them, killing two and 
wounding others, — the British, no doubt, expecting 
to repeat the casy slaughter of Lexington. = The 
volley was returned, and two of the British were 
killed and others wounded. They retreated in 
disorder, pursued by the militia over the bridge, — 
and this is the famous battle of Concord. 

At noon, Col. Sinith, observing the rapid increase 
of the militia, thought it prudent to commence his 
march to Boston. It was not too soon. The 
minute men were flocking in from the neighboring 
towns, and a perilous road was before them through 
an aroused and hostile country. ‘Phe main column 
left Concord a little after twelve o'clock, covered 
by a strong flanking guard on the ridge of the hill 
to their lett. At Merriam’s corner an attack was 
made, and a severe skirmish ensued, in which several 


of the British were killed. The Americans. after 
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this, fought cach man for himself; every wall formed 
au breastwork; every thicket on that lilly, narrow, 
woody road a fort, till it seemed to the British, as 
one of their officers wrote, that the walls were 
“lined with fire,” and the hills swarmed with rebels 
“as if they dropped) from the clouds.” As they 
passed alone the Iieh ground in Lincoln, the men 
of Woburn came in, one hundred and ciehty strong 
and the fight raged fieveely. Phe amareh began to 
assume the appearance of a flight. Col. Sith, the 
commander, was severely wounded while urging ou 
his {roops. As they descended the tll ito the 
village of Lexineton, the provincials pressed still 
more closely upon thems; and, weary with the long 
march, cneumbered by auiy wounded, their amu, 
nition almost exhausted, they hurried by the scene 
of the mornine’s butchery abnost in headlone rout. 
About two o'clock, a mile below the ehureh, the 
officers pressed their way to the front, and, by 
threats of instant death, suececded ino forming the 
ranks once more, wider a deadly fire. The whole 
force must have surrendered speedily had not relief 


wurrived, 
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Gen. Gage had reecived carly in the morning 
the request for reiforcements despatched by Col. 
Snuth as he passed through West Cambridee, and 
at nine o’clock twelve Iumdred men with two. tield- 
pieces, under comimand of Lord Perey, marched out 
through Roxbury, in derision of the Americans, to 
the tune of Yankee Doodle. The men of that 
time used to say that the British went out playing 
Yankee Doodle, and came back dancing it.* 

The appearance of this strong detachment still 
further excited the fears of the few who remained 
In their homes upon our mun street. A little etl, 
named Nabby Blackineton, as they marched by, was 
watching her mother’s cow while she fed by the 
road-side; the cow took her way directly through 
the passing column, and the child, faithful to her 
trust, followed through the ranks bristline with 
bayonets. “We will not hurt the child,” they said.t 
Deacon Ephraim Cutter used to tell his grand- 


children how, when he was a boy eight years old, 


he heard the measured tread of the soldiers as of 


* Mrs. Lydia Peirce. 


+ Mrs. Amos Whittemore. 
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one man, and saw the burnished arms and bright 
bayonets elittermg im the sunheht, lookine like a 
flowing river.* 

Lord Perey’s reinforcement had been delayed for 
a little time at Drielton bridee, the planks of 
Which had been taken up by the direction of the 
Committee of Safety. But, unfortunately, they were 
simply piled up on the Cambridge side, and it was 
the work of but a few moments to replace them 
sufficiently to allow the troops to pass. When, 
however, a convoy of proyisions and supplies in 
charge of a sergeant’s guard, following in the rear 
of the main body, came to the bridge, they could 
not cross so easily; and, in the delay incident to 
making it passable by the heavy wagons, aid iis- 
led by false direction as to the road, they became 
so far separated from the troops that they could 
reeccive no protection from them. Meantime an 
express was sent post-haste from Old Cambridee to 
Menotomy, bearing the information that these sup- 
plies were on the way. Several of our men met at 


once m Cooper's tavern, which stood on the present 


* Mrs. ILenry WLittemore, 
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site of Whittemore’s hotel, to form some plan for 
capturing them. They were of the exempts, or 
alarm list as it was called, all old) men, for every 
young man was that day nearer the post of daneer. 
There were Jason Belknap and Joe Belknap, James 
Bude, Tsracl Mead and Anum Cutter, David) Lam- 
son, and others, in all about twelve. Some of them 
had been soldiers im the Trench war, and ave had 
not impaired them courage. They chose for thei 
leader David) Liamson, a inutatto, who had served in 
the war, aman of undoubted) bravery and determi: 
nation, They took thei position (just here to the 
rieht) behind a bank wall of earth and stones, 
between the present dwellings of Col. Thomas 
Russell and George C. Russell. Phe convey soon 
made its appearance. As it came between them 
and the meecting-house of the First Parish, Lamson 
ordered lis men to rise and aim directly at— the 
horses, and called out to them to surrender. No 


reply was made, but the drivers whipped up their 


teams. Lamson’s men then fired, killing several of 


the horses, and, according to some uecounts, killing 
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two of the men and wounding others.“ One of the 
bullets passed through the front door of the church. 
The frightened drivers leaped from their places, and, 
with the guards, ran directly to the shore of Spy 
Pond, into which they threw their guns. One of 
them, however, it is said, bent lis up over a stone. 
wall, as they had been ordered, at all events, not to 
allow their arms to be serviceable to the © rebels.” 
They then followed the westerly shore of the pond, 
till, near Spring Valley, they met an old) woman, 
named mother Batherick, digging dandelions, to 
Whom they surrendercd themselyes, asking ler pro- 
tection. She led them to the house of Capt. 
Kphraim Frost, where there was a party of our 
men, saying to her prisoners, as she gave them up, 
“If you ever live to eet back, you tell King George 
that an old woman took six of his grenadievs pris- 
oners. + They Were kindly treated til] exchanged, 

* A hand-bill with forty coflins at its head, one in memory of 
each of the Americans slain, distributed in the country shortly 
after the battle, mentions this number, adding that one of the 
killed was a lieutenant, who had come out with the convoy for 


recreation and to view the country. 


¢ Dr. Benjamin Cutter. 
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The squib went the rounds of the Enelish opposi- 
tion papers, “If one old Yankee woman can take 
six grenadicrs, how many soldiers will it réquire 
to conquer America?” 

Meanwhile, our people lost no time in securing 
their prize. The wagons were drawn down into 
the hollow, just northeast of the Railroad Station, 
Where any one took from them what he wanted. A 
boy thirteen years old thinking he might take some- 
thing as well as the rest, secured a soldier's pack 
and blanket, and with his prize hurried off to his 
mother, who was at the Whittemore house near 
Mystic river, When they saw what he had, they 
would not even allow him to enter the house, they 
were so fearful that they would) thus draw upon 
themselves the vengeance of the British. 

It was probably the officer of this convoy who 
was seen dead just behind the old Adams house ; 
they knew it was an officer, they said, for his * but- 
tons were all quarters of a dollar’* "Phe marks 
of blood upon the road were effaced, and the living 


horses driven over to Medford; and as for the 


* Mrs. Lydia Peirce. 
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dead ones, Rey. Mx, Cooke thought it might expose 
the town to the vengeance of the troops on their 
return, i these were left in sieht, and he with others: 
dragged them over to the ficld just this side of 
Spring valley, where the bones lay bleaching for 
many years.* Col. Thomas Russell, to whom Tam 
indebted for almost the whole of this incident, he 
having heard it from the Hps of David Lamson and 
other actors in the aflair, remembers well, when a 
lad, playing with those old) bones, and throwing 
some of them over into the poud. 
So to West Cambridge belongs the honor of 
making the first capture of provisions and stores, 
and also of prisoners, in the American Revolu- 
{ion 

As some of the party were returning home, atter 
the capture, at Mill street they met Lieut. Mdward 
Thoroton Gould of the BPourth, or © Wine’s Own,” 
Reeiment of foot, who having been wounded tm the 
ankle at Concord bridge, was coming back to Bos- 


ton alone on horseback. They took hin prisoner, 


* Miss Bradshaw, grand-daughter of Mr. Cooke. 
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and earried lim first to Amini Cutters. and after- 


wards to Medford. * 


It was about two o’clock in the afternoon when’ 


the reinforcement under Lord Perey met the lar 
rassed fugitives from Concord. Perey placed his 
ficld-pieces on the brow of the lll beyond the Mon- 
roe tavern, a mile below the Lexington church, and 
formed his forces tito a hollow square within which 
he received the worn-out soldiers. They lay down 
on the ground, with their tongues hanging from their 
mouths, like dogs after a chase.” 

Lord Perey had now under his command about 
elehtecn hundred veteran troops, the very flower of 
the British army,—and yet he did not decm it safe 
to tarry long. After a half hour's rest the retreat 
was resumed. The Telt Iifiitry and erenadiers 
formed the advance, — the wounded were carried 
in the centre im such vehicles as they could seize, — 
While the fresh troops furnished the flanking parties 


and brought up the rear, From that time their 


* Lieut. Gould's atlidavit was among the depositions taken 
under the direction of the Provincial Congress, and forwarded to 


England immediately after the battle, by a swift vessel. 
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retreat was marked by indiscrimimate pillage and 
wanton destruction. The strone flankine euards 
on either side gave them opportunity for yiolence 
and plunder.  Ilardly a dwellne on their way 
escaped. On the stumnit of what we call + Peiree’s 
Hill” was a house occupied by Ma. Robbins. The 
fiunily had fled on the approach of the enemy. The 
flank guard ransacked the premises, destroyed the 
clock, and set a fire on the kitchen floor, which was 
extinguished by the wet clothes falling upon it, after 
It had burned off the lines. * 

They broke into what is now the upper end of 
the old tavern, where Mr. Cutler, a rich farmer and 
butcher, then lived. The family had all gone toa 
place of safety, and the soldiers carried off what 
they could, left the taps of the molasses and spirit 
casks open, destroyed furniture, drove a bayonet 
through the best mirror, the frame olf which is still 
preserved, + pillaged the drawers, and set the house 
on fire. A faithful slave, however, liad watched 
from a sale distance the proceedings, and, as soou 
as the soldiers left, extinguished the ffiames. 


* Mrs. Lydia Peirce. 
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Dea. Joseph Adams, who knew that his life would 
be in danger, both on account of his name, and also 
from his reputation for patriotic zeal, but thinking 
that they would not harm women and children, as 
the troops came in sieht lett his house, now occupied 
by Henry J. Locke, (the original house still stand- 
ine, as the present I, part, ) and fled across the fields. 
He was hotly pursued, and, as he was running under 
the cover of the stone walls, he heard the bullets 
whistle over his head. He kept on, however, and 
had just time to cover himself over in the hay-loft 
in Rev. Mr. Cooke’s barn, (still standing and owned 
by Miss Bradshaw,) when his pursuers came up and 
began to search for him, sticking their bayonets 
here and there into the hay.  ‘Phey did not dare to 
remain long, and lie eseaped.* 

Meantime a detachment of the soldiers had lurst 
open the doors and entered his louse. Phe five 
children had hidden under the bed, and on it was 
lying the mother with her infaut, bat little more 


than a fortnight old.f A soldier opencd the curtains: 


*Miss Bradshaw. 


+ ‘The infant manv of us remember as Mrs. James Ii. 
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and pointed his bayonet at her breast; she cried out 
for merey, and another soldier who stood near, said, 
“We will not hurt the woman if she will go out of 
the house, but we will surely burn it.” She threw 
a blanket over her, and with her infant in her aris, 
crawled to the corn-barn close by, while they pro- 
eeeded with their work of pillage.* They emptied 
the drawers into sheets, made bundles of the most 
valuable things, and even took out the machinery of 
the old clock, the case of whieh still remains an 
heir-loom in the family. The children were not 
disturbed in their retreat, and from beneath the bed 
watched the feet of the soldiers moving about the 
room. Joel Adains, a boy of nine years old, euri- 
osity getting the better of lis fears, lifted up a 
corner of the valance, to get a better view of the 
strange proceedings in their home. A soldier saw 
him, and said, * Why dou’t you come out here?” 
The boy answered, * Youll kill me if Ido.” * No 
we won't,” the soldier replied, and the boy eame out 
of his hiding-place, and followed them round. Tis 


father was deacon of the church, and had charge of 


* Sce Note B. 
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the communion service. Joel saw them take his 


mother’s spoons and other valuables without a word, 


but when they proceeded to take possession of the 


sacred utensils, he could restrain himself no longer, 
and in horror and indignation eried out, Dowt vou 
touch them Vere things! Daddy ‘T liek you, if you 
do.” Mueh to the boy's surprise, the threat was 
disregarded; the communion service, and with it the 
silver tankard given to the church in 1769 by Jona- 
than Butterficld, was carried to Boston and pawued 
to a silversmith by the name of Austin. Secine by 
the inseription from whence it came, he informed 
Dea. Adams where it was, and that he could have it 
for the price paid the soldiers. After the evacua- 
tion of Boston the two deacons redecmed it at their 
own expense, and restored it to the churel: and on 
every communion day that same silver tankiard 
stands on the table, as we remember our Master. 
After the British had nearly stripped the louse they 
emptied a basket of chips, which stood hy, upon the 
middle of the floor, put a brand from the fire-place 
info them, broke up cud piled on the lop the {lars 
bottomed chairs, and left the house to destruction. 
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The fire was extinguished by the children, at the 
expense of a pot of home-brewed beer, and with 
water from a cask outside, but not until the floor 
was badly burned, the ceiling well smoked, and even 
the pewter plates melted on the dresser. * 

Jason Russell lived in what is now called the 
Teel house, the main part of which, with its solid 
oak timbers eut between the house and the church, 
is very little changed since that time. Being old 
and lame he had started at noon with his wife and 
children to go up for safety to George Prentiss’ on 
the hill, but after proceeding a little way he let them 
go on alone, and came back to look after things at 
home. Tle barricaded his gate with bundles of 
shingles, making what he thoneht would be a good 
cover from which to fire on the cnemy as they 
returned. Ammi Cutter, his neighbor, came from 
his house across the brook to see Mr. Russell, and 
advised him to go to a place of greater security. 


He refused, saying, “An Hnglishman’s house is his 


* Mrs. ‘Thomas Hall, grand-daughter of Mrs. Adams. Rev. 
Mr. Brown's sermon on James Hill. S. G@. Damon's article in 
Christian Register, Oct. 28, 1854. 
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castle.” Mr. Cutter left lim, and as he was wetting 
over the wall on the other side of the road, he saw 
the advance of the flanking party close behind him. 
Ile ran, and stumbling fell between the logs at the 
old mill, the bullets striking off the bark upon him. 
They thought he was dead and passed on. The 
flanking party south of the road had, meanwhile, 
made a eircuit alone the foot of the hill, and driven 
in the Americans who unsuspiciously were lying in 
wait there, pressing them down upon the main body. 
Finding no other chance of CSCUPe, they rushed into 
Mr. Russell’s house. Mr. Russell) himself) beine 
lame, was the last to reach the house, and was shot 
with two bullets in his own doorway; they found 
afterwards cleven bayonet stabs on the body of the 
poor old man. The soldiers rushed in, killing all 
they could find concealed in various parts of the 
house. The Beverly men and some others, eight in 
all, fled to the:cellar, and pointing their guns up the 
stairs, threatened instant death to any one who 
should come down, and they escaped. One Eneglish- 
man was shot on the cellar stairs, and another else- 


where on the premises. After plundering the house 
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they went away leaving our men in the cellar safe, — 
not venturing down that narrow way, which was 
certain death to the first who attempted it. Our 
people gathered up the Americans who were killed 
In and about the house, and laid them side by side 
In the south room, and when Mrs. Russell came back 
to her home she found there, weltering in their own 
blood, her husband and eleven others. She said 
the blood in that room was almost aukle deep. 
The house itself! was riddled with bullets, and the 
marks of them in many places are still visible. 
The same blood-stained floor remained on that 
room till a year ago. * 

It was probably here that seven of the Danvers 
men were killed. They had gone into a walled 
enclosure, and piled bundles of shingles to strengthen 
their breast-work, and while there were surprised 
by the flank guard. t 

Rey. Mr. Cooke, now nearly seventy vears old, 
was aq marked man, beeause he had been so out- 

* Col. Thomas Russell and Mrs. Teel, grandchildren of Jason 


Russell. 
tD. P. King’s address at Danvers. 
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spoken in the cause of freedom. And when one) 
watching on the hill just behind the parsonage, 
reported that he saw the bayonets glistening on the 
Lexineton road, his son Samuel took the old gentle: 
man, much against his will, into the chaise, and 
carried him over to Mr. Clarke’s, ino the edee of 
Watertown. Mr. Cooke owned the only white 
horse, and the only chaise in town, * and the story 
is told of the little boy, who, when he saw that 
chaise coming, hid behind the wall in) veneration 
and awe of the minister. The parsonage, owned 
now by Miss Bradshaw, a grand-daughter of Mr. 
Cooke, was used as a hospital after the battle, and 
the stain of blood is still on the floor, where they 
lifted in a wounded man at the window.t There 
is also the hole of a bullet through the shutter, and, 
in fact, nearly all the houses then standing on the 
street were thus marked. 

As the troops continued their retreat, they plun- 
dered the house next above the Universalist chureh, 


trampled to pieces on the floor the year’s stock of 


* Mrs. Lydia Peirce, 


+ Miss Bradshaw. 
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candles which had just been made, smashed in the 
paucls of a book-case which is still in existence, 
and left the building on fire. ‘They entered the 
little store then kept on the corner of Water Strect 
by Thomas Russell (the great-grandfather of ‘Thomas 
Lieury Russell, who now has his store on the same 
spot), carrying away and destroying what) they 
could, and leaving the taps of the barrels of 
molasses and lignor open. The old Adams house, 
which a few years ago stood close to the station, 
received its full share of lionorable bullet-marks, 
being first in full range of the American, and then 
of the British, fire. It is said that one man, sur- 
prised in this house, saved his life by climbing up 
into the big chimmey, and standing on the eross-pole 
from whieh the kettles were hung. It was about 
four o'clock in the afternoon when the main body 
passed through the contre of West Cambridge, and 
here the fight grew more desperate. The Ameri 
cans began to lose their fear of the cannon, and, 
after they descended from the high ground near the 
“Poat of the Rocks,’ had pressed closer upon the 
shattered ranks of the enemy. The militia from 
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the lower towns came in. Gen. ITeath, who took 
command of our people at Lexington, tried to bring 
into military order the scattered provincials, and 
Joseph Warren was everywhere in the thickest of 
the fight, urging them on: indeed, he narrowly 
escaped with his life, a bullet passing so near his 
head that it struck the “pin out of the hair of his 
ear-lock.” * 

ITere Samuel Whittemore was left for dead. He 
was awakened in the night im his house under the 
great elms, and, as we mentioned before, looking 
out saw the bayonets glistening in the moonlight. 
His wife, early in the morning, made her prepara- 
tions to go for safety to her sou’s house near 
Mystic River, and, when she was ready, she looked 
around for her husband, thinking that, of course, as 
he was more than cighty years old he would go 
with her. She found him oiling his musket and 
pistols, and sharpening his sword, for in’ Its 
younger days he had been an officer in the militia. 
She urged him to go with her; but no, he was 


“going up in town. As the British on. their 


* Memoirs of Gen, Ileath. 
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retreat were passing through the centre, they 
halted a moment by the church. He lay under 
cover of a wall near where the Russell school-house 
now stands, and fired some hall dozen shots at the 
enemy. [fe had just loaded lis gun, when he 
heard the wall rattle and saw five soldiers of the 
flank-enard approaching him shoulder to shoulder, 
Beside being eighty years old he was lame, and 
knew that it was of no use to attempt to escape. 
With his musket he shot one of the soldiers, ania, 
instantly drawing his pistol, fired at another. — [Te 
aimed the second pistol and discharged it just as 
they fired at him: one of the soldicrs was seen to 
clap his hand to his breast. As he fired the third 
time a ball struck him in the bead, and he fell sense- 
less. The soldiers beat him with their muskets, 
bayoneted him, and left him for dead. After the 
British lad passed by, our people, finding that 
there was some life left in him, carried him to 
Cooper's tavern, where the surgeon, Dr. Tults of 
Medford, said that it was useless to dress his 
wounds, for he could not. live. Ile dressed the 


wounds however, and the old hero lived eiehteen 
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years after this, dying in 1795 at the age of Os. 
The people of that time accounted for his longevity 
by saying that “tle bled like an ox” from dis 
wounds, and through the new blood formed vot a 
new lease of life. A woman in boston, who was 
acquainted with people here, heard the soldicrs, 
next day, saying * We killed an old devil there in 
Menotomy, but we pila Invst too dear for it, — lost 
three of our men, the last died this morning.” The 
old lady, when her husband was recovering, could 
not forbear saying (as even the best wives some- 
tines will say), Well, vow, don’t you wish you had 
done as L wanted you to do?” = No, said he, * 1 
would run the same chanee aeain.” * 

Seth Russell aud samuel Prost, of West Cam- 
bridge, were taken prisoners. They put Frost on a 
horse, and cut his waist-band= strines so that he 
could not easily run away. Phey were carried on 
board aw guard-ship in the harbor, and were soon 
afterwards exchanwed., | 

Jabez Wyman and Jason Winship, though entirely 


unarmed, were most barbarously killed and muti- 


* FL IL. Whittemore. 
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lated in Cooper’s tavern. They had come up to 
inquire the news, and were surprised there. The 
landlady, Mrs. Cooper, who was just mixing flip at 
the bar, with her husband fled to the ecllarsh A 
part of the old tavern-building was moved next to 
Mr. Fowle’s house, and stood there till within a few 
years; the marks of the bullets were still to be 
seen on its walls. 

KMdward Hall, Ist Lieut. of the Royal 43d Ree- 
ment, was wounded in the arm at Concord, aud was 
brought down in a chaise in the centre of the troops. 
The horse was not so swift as the men, and falling 
a little into the rear he was wounded again, in the 
shoulder, this time mortally, near Samuel Dutter- 
field’s. When Mrs. Butterfield, who lived on the 
north side of the road, returned to her own house 
she found her best bed covered with blood and 
occupied by this British officer, and a wounded Pro- 
vincial (Hemmenway of Framingham,) in the other 
bed. The American recovered, but the officer 
lingered along a fortnight and then died having 


received every attention from his hostess; supplies, 


¢ See note C, 
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also, and nurses for lim, were seut out from Boston 
with a flag of truce. One of our people came into 
the house, and upbraiding Mrs. Butterfield as a tory, 
heeause she harbored her country’s encmy, threat. 
ened to kill him. She told the man, * Only cowards 
would want to killa dying man.” * 

Through their whole retreat the British had 
noticed one man in particular, whom they learned 
especially to dread. Tle was an old, gray-haired 
hunter, named Wyman of Woburn, and he rede a 
fine white horse. THe struck the trail as they left 
Concord, and would ride up within gunshot, then 
turning the horse throw himself off, aim his long 
gun resting on the saddle, and that aim was death, 
They would say,“ Look out, there is the man on the 
white horse.” He followed them the whole distance, 
and James Russell the father of James Russell, esq. 
then a boy of a dozen years, trom behind a house 
on Charlestown street, saw him gallop across the 
brook and up the hill, pursued by a party of the 
flank guard who kept the plains midway between 


Charlestown and Main streets. Tle turned. aimed, 


* Miss Deborah: Butterfield, daughter of Mrs, I. 


i eo Sie ee _ 
LL Se AO ee 


sesnaddas Db 


Peteaveh reel fee Ge gee gitel tet +r tuin ose 
Ag) espns se “elepueeg, “tated Ta enti? arid fo wall & dive 
4 ow bbegbettdd ball qeichitew lan dott cadet tlt 
uli oer BeIOe Hal onaltatl ote svete 
‘ ayy, Noll)? japeant off beleet ol ittags (tial (ar dees 
pasate Sphae ahi a Mew at jaerw 'uow 

tit tetage dD capt Decevdere riled ae viel yar! 
bie a4 coti aiealae ohOt ote her a fanet ete Deg Ton 
ly « ¢ee Jehi a ews se ee dbyinsipes 
dean td Pere are FP ty aie tbe df Vecupjandt coertoctiil 
oa uit eg Marth 4a) 2 sine oth cea opi gud 
T baw sordhgigs tiewh th syed ett tba dodes vtenae’) 
gat acetag Meee Yb ee ance etanid ctetengl eld yyeteeernaad 
i> cua [imidhd! ding , ase adi or Qilest Og 
op opcetiiee abgeat vreely te dows l™ tae heow galt 
Fg battat in talavet ae ewel! peta (ep tien h hast aly oad ghila 
jie flee el tengjul ie ronal ul teil wall val, hae 
sol yy dertiden! pol oars Wolke a lo qoul a neds 
utr yea Qelleg srl ets dette ne wine) neo 
Lit by pisy hook fewereery lid oft qn Tate Ageral 


| ae) pict but omtishey tol Ayo oly bisa dah a 


‘boaota vcr ol 


ADDRESS. 47 


and the boy saw one of the British fall. Te rode 
on, and soon the same ean was heard again, this 
time also with deadly effect. * 

Lieut. Bowman met at North Cambridyve a soldier 
who had strageled some distance away from his 
comrades. It was man to man in sinele combat, 
and it happened that neither gun was loaded. The 
sriton rushed at his antagonist with fixed bayonet ; 
nothing daunted Bowman awaited the attack with 
clubbed musket, and striking aside the bayonet with 
one blow felled the soldier to the ground and took 
him prisoner. t 

The Whittemore boys, Jonathan and Josiah, were 
sitting on a fence at some distance from the road, 
watching what they thought was the pretty sight of 
gaily dressed soldiers passing by, till a bullet struck 
the rail just below them, and Josiah dropped off, 
exclaiming in his fright, * Vin dead,” which was a 
byword in the family for many years. The children 
rank away at the lop of their speed to the SWitlhips 
behind the house, where they spent the whole night. t 

* Thomas Ilall. James Russell, Esq. 


¢ Dr. LB. Cutter. 
TF. IL. Whittemore. 
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And thus the British passed again beneath those 
old elm trees, not proudly as in the morning, but 
fugitives from those they had despised, war-worn 
and weary, harassed on every side, their officers 
on foot to eseape the deadly aim of the American 
marksmen, their centre encumbered with wagons 
bearing them wounded, and they had left many 
brave comrades on the hills of Lexington and on 
the plains of West Cambridge slain in behalf of an 
unjust cause. More were killed on both sides 
Within our limits than in any other town; at least 
twenty-two of the Americans, and probably more 
than twice that number of the British, fell in West 
Cambridge. ‘They hurried along, and only theis 
speed and the delay of Col. Pickering, who was 
coming up with the fine Essex regiment of seven 
hundred men, saved them from total rout. As 
it was, the remnant of the proud army reached 
Charlestown Neck, and sought shelter under the 
guns of the ships of war about sunset, having lost 
in killed, wounded and missing, two hundred and 
seventy-three men. ‘The. Americans lost that day 
forty-nine killed, thirty-four wounded and five 
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Before the next evening the British were besicwed 
in Boston by an army probably nmiabering ten thou- 
sand men. The whole country was represented in 
this besieging foree. ‘The men all started frome my 
native town in New Ilampshire, on foot or on horse- 
back as they were able, as soon as the report camc 
to them that the regulars were ou the road. Thouwh 
the town of Peterboro’ contaied then but seventy 
or clvlty tumilies, twenty-two of her citizens were 
present at the battle of Bunker Thll—and when 
the news of that battle reached the town every able- 
bodied man with such weapons as he could procure 
was on the march. ‘Phose on foot marched twenty 
miles and then hearing the result turned back, but 
those on horsebaek proceeded as tar as West Cam- 
bridge, where they passed the night ino a lareve 
vacant house. 

As we swin up the anguish and distresses of that 
day, we must not think that those whe actively 
engaged in the conflict were the only sufferers. — I 
may be that the wives and mothers of our town 
suffered vet more. From their places of sulety on 
the hills they could hear the din of the battle, and 
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they knew not but cach sharp volley, each cannon 
shot, carried death to him they loved. AL sorts of 
exavecrated and unfounded reports reached them 
of the doings of the day. | Vaeue rumors were 
afloat of plots and conspiracies. The report was 
spread abroad that the slaves were intending to 
rise, and finish what the British had begun by 
murdering the deleneeless women and children. 
[t excited ereat consternation, therefore, amone 
the women gathered at George Prentiss’s upon the 
hill, when they saw Ishmael a negro slave belonging 
to Mr. Cutler, approaching the house. They thoueht 
their time had come, bat one, a little braver thin 
the rest, summoned up cottage to ask, * Are vou 
voing to kill us, Ishmael? + Lord-a-nassy, no 
mean!” said the astonished black. “Is my missis 
here?” * 

There was room for ai little mingling of ro- 
mance even i such scenes, Joh Putts had cone 
up from dis home in Somerville to take lis part 
in the events of the day. Ile chanced to meet oa 


young woman, Mlizabeth Perry by name, wandering 


* Mrs. Lydia Peirce. 
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in the fields in a state of great auxiety and fear 
The young man, though the had never seen her 
before, gallantly offered is protection, which she 
thankfully accepted; and, as for the result, it need 
only be said that her name afterwards became 
Klizabeth Tults.* 

There was sadness and sorrow dn these lromes 
When the people returned to them, after the ene 
had passed by. Stranewe seenes met their eves. 
As Mrs. Adains came back to what we used to call 
the “Old Adams [Louse.” she was obliged to step 
over the dead body of a British soldier, in order to 
enter her back door, And in the tront room Tay 
another soldicr mortally wounded, the white sanded 
floor beneath Lin red with the Itlood whieh lad 
flowed through the bed from his wounds. she at 
once set to work to make hha more confortable, 
preparing food which aight sceve to revive tine: 
but he lived only a few hours. Onur wounded were 
carried to the tavern, to the church, to the parsonage, 
to the houses near where they fell. 


In the consternation and fear of that jour, the 


* Oliver Tufts. 
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dead were placed on a sled, and drawn by a yoke 
of oxen upon the bare ground to the erave-yard. 
A single grave was hastily dug, and the twelve were 
laid in it side hy side, * head to point. with their 
clothes on just as they fell A) few vears avo, 
when they opened the mound, to day the founda- 
tion of a montmment in honor of the patriot dead, 
they found there, nineled with that sacred dust, the 
remains of the socks and @arments, which, through 
the lone miehts of that anxious winter, wives and 
mothers had been making for those they loved, 
Little thought those wives and mothers that their 
work would be treasured as a precious relic; little 
thoueht those brave men, amid) the smoke and. toil 
and agony of that day, that they would be revered 
as heroes and martyrs by a great nation. As with 
tender reverence we look back to the days of L775, 
so Will those who come after us look back to these 
crowded inonths which we are living now. Let us 
see to it, my friends, that we do no act and speak 
no word whieh shall give our children and = our 


children’s children cause for bitter shame! 


* Col. Thomas Russell, 
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A simple slate-stone marked the spot where they 
rested, and it stands there still. by the side of the 
monument which was erected by our citizens in 
ISAS. 

The British dead) were, mauy of them, buried 
near the wall and close to the brook which 
runs through the old) grave-yard, in the spot) used 
for the burial-place of the slaves. Tradition says 
that the grave of one British soldier is in the valley 
between my house and Pleasant Street. Rev. Mr. 
Cooke, in his record of the your, sums up thus his 
account of deaths; ° 1775, dted and buried in this 
preemet, ali! forty-seven, besides some Proyineials 
wid Elutchinson’s butchers, slain in Concord battle, 
near this meeting-house : burted here.” 

Many teurs were shed on the next Sabbath, as 
the little flock met for worship in the vilkiave chureh, 
There were the vacant seats whieh the dead) dad 
filled, ‘There were the widows aud orphans who the 
Sabbath before had met in joy. And, most tonehing 
sielit, there was Anna, the intiut erand-daughter of 
Jason Russell, born on the very day of the battle ; 
and the infant son of Jason Winship, brought. to 


,™ 


My, ee tds 


hiyil4 fail far alt fest aed an lev taale plijantix A 

al? Soo cohen carht pihel TUS Oy Ale hay te hie bose 

th flesh pe ot ‘) Bybyaew Gage ob albye lon Ont 
Rt iad | 


Wri'gis! — ayy ehh fos rut eee foal deci od ft 
tet meet HT rh eb deny en om team 
a fete Pot em tyde toe ies call dianenh> es 
ratte | ee ee eTilay acint OA sa} 


een! ay oy. | 5 ei be 54 ey deiue ‘tr ire uly dnl} 


olf i] featd@ 1°), 4 | | ites! pie pvyey peal 
eiil clk fr tan 1 te Toveeee eal on gaoa) 
lt ar teats! Joti waa! Fieshy ‘tes Dagon 
lava kD) sagis Salee al phil * ly Maer ig 
Ltt Pepcid one atpide = gredealged Seer bh fang 
“bien ba ienboye tony oth jem 

ered tel tee™® Bec oot" bwiale 7 ne sel 


ebeviigts eveep Ad porighy oti iid tieg yl dan Shoal) hind lt 


List sbecaeld | tbiidve tae ed “lg ew oad? 


ban! 

nilpiilw Hiiha yes paidd eyrdidin a Og oeeiay ‘eto ED dela 

reel ancl teen bas te Wl Met bad ord ited 

Yaw Literiefefetervee Jevashart ish atid, 40a rvnds. Atheie 

a Npat oh Yas cathy un onlt ans pial i} 

) thy! qin W asm, lo ‘ios metal 
te = se 


54 ADDRESS. 


the altar for baptism, while the grandfather and the 
father were lying in their bloody shrouds in’ the 
chureleyard close by. 

Oi a sermon of Rey. Mr. Cooke, in my posses- 
sion, | find this brief note. + "Phis prepared) for 
April 25d, 1775. Lexington battle and) plunder 
prevented. Probably, that day. he uttered the 
thoughts whieh eushed fresh out of lis heart. No 
wonder that the spirit of the wood pastor was 
stirred within bin, and he wrote in his journal the 
fervent prayer, * Seatter, O Lord, those who delelit 
in blood! lor the sighing of the oppressed and 
needy, make bare thine alaiehty arm for their help! 
Teach our hands to war, aly aud our fingers to fieht, 
since dn thy providenee we are called to this!” 

| have thus tbemmpted to relate to you the 
incidents of that eventlil dav. whieh wave to us a 
COUnLEY. | And they come tots with procul ner pyro 
priateness now, while in the weeny of a terrible war 
we ware striving lo keep What they them bewun to 
win. Our town at that time carned an honorable 
Ae lef us see to dt that we co ied dlisvrace it! 


bohope the tame of the town wilh never be 
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changed. It would be like giving up our birthright. 
As the Second Precinct of Cambridge, we hold an 
honorable place in history; who would alienate that 
Inheritance 2? Other names may be more cuphonious, 
but as soon should the man give up lis surname, 
conscerated by the wood uets, aid glorified hy the 
patriotisin of pious and brave aneestors, as we vive 
up that good old name of Cambridge, with which 
our Village was baptized in blood on the miuetecuth 
of April. 

We, my friends, must take that name, already 
honored, and make it yet more bright and honor- 
able, by brave deeds in the field and Christian help 
in the hospital Let our soldiers take it with them 
in this second war for Tidependence, as a trust not 
yet tarnished hy cowrrediee, Hlustrated so recently 
by heroie death. Let our hidies tserihe that name 
upon What they send, so that the blessing of the 
wounded and the prayer of the dying may lisp it 


gratefully. 
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We cannot ascertain with exactness the population 
of this precint at the time. In 1781 an assessment was 
made for the supply of beef to the army, and there were 
one hundred and thirty-three who paid the poll-tax.* 

Among the papers of Capt. Benjamin Locke ¢ are the 
original cnlistment-rolls of the company, with the signa- 
tures, and also a list of the members with their places of 
residence in Capt. Locke's handwriting. ‘The following 


isa copy of the articles of enlistment : 


“We, the subseribers, do hereby solemnly and sever- 
ally engage and inlist ourselves as soldiers in the Massa- 
chusetts Service, for the Preservation of the Libertics of 
America, from the Day of our Inlistment to the last Day 
of December next, unless the Service should admit of a 
Discharge of a Part or the Whole sooner, which shall be 


at the Diseretion of the Committee of Satety, and we 


* Pr. B. Cutter. 
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G0 NOTES. 


. hereby promise to submit ourselves to all the Orders and 
Regulations of the Army, and faithfully to observe and 
obey all such Orders as we shall receive from ‘Time to 


Time, from our superior Officers.” 


The names on the various rolls are thus bronght 


together by Capt. Locke in his list of the members: 


* Seth Stone, Cambridge. 
Thos. Cutter, Jr, Cambridge 
James lFowle, Cambridge. 
Jonathan Perry, Cambridge. 
Joseph Frost, Cambridge. 
Danicl Cutter, Charlestown. 
Abraham Thll, Cambridge. 
Job Potamea, Stoneham, 
Josiah Williams, Cambridge. 
Miles Greenwood, Cambridge. 
Matthew Cox, Cambridge. 
Moses Hovey, Cambridge. 
Peter Stearns, Cambridge. 
Mphraim Mullet, Charlestown. 
John Fowle, Cambridye. 
John Shelden Senter, Charlestown 


John Lock, Cambridge. 
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NOTES. 


Israel Blackinton, Jr., Cambridge. 


William Dickson, Charlestown. 
Andrew Cutter, Cambridge 
Elisha Hastings, Cambridge. 
Joseph Cox, Cambridge. 

Isane Fillebrown, Charlestown. 
Joseph ‘Trask, Boston. 
William Pradex, Boston. 

John Stewart. 

Samuel Pierce, Jr., Boston. 
John Grimes, Boston. 

William Hopkins, Charlestown. 
Richard Loring, Charlestown. 
Isbenezer Cox, Boston. 

John Cutter, Cambridye. 
William Adams, Cambridge. 
Zachariah Tall, Cambridee. 
Samuel Peiree, Charlestown. 
John ‘Tidd, Cambridge. 
Andrew Mallet, Charlestown. 
Isracl Blackinton, Cambridge. 
William Winship, Cambridge. 
David Blodget, Stoncham. 
Joseph Robinson, Lexington. 
Charles Cutter, Cambridge. 
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62? NOTES. 


Samucl Seger, Newtown. 
fsaiah Berjanah, Stoneham. 
Ebenezer Bowman, Lexington. 
Richard Ketel, Boston. 
* Cuff Whittemore, Cambridge. 
William Ellery, Charlestown. 
* Cato Wood, Charlestown. 


Jonathan Clarke, Boston. 


This Company joined in the siege of Boston which 
iminediately followed, and probably was also in. the 
battle of Bunker Hill. Capt. Locke was in that battle. 
and his musket becoming too hot to hold, by reason of 
frequent firing, he wound his handkerchief around it, 
and kept on. After that, they were encamped on Pros- 
pect IDM. The following bill is preserved, — for servi- 


ces In returning deserters : — 


6s Cup. Loclhe to Samuel Allen, Dr. 


To cash paid for two of your deserted soldicrs, viz., 


and —— ——f which I took up in Attle- 


* Cut! Whittemore and Cato Wood were necrocs, It is Worthy of notlee 
that the blacks fought, notin separate compunios, but side by side with the 
whites through the Revolutionary War. 


t Neither of these men were from West Cambridge, 
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NOTES, O35 


borough the 24th of July, inst., and brought back to the 
camp, 45 miles; 
To cash paid which they owed Levi M. ixey, £0 6 10 


To do. paid for them at Manns, supper and 


lodging, drink, &e. O 4 2 
To breakfast, &., at Chines Tavern, 0 29 »¥ 
To paid for then for drink, &e. 0 1 8 
To paid 2 men for al, 45 miles, 0 18 0 
To paid ditto thei; expenec, U 13 & 
To 2 horses and one cCarave, 110 4 
To my time, eCxpence, and horse keeping, 1 6) 9 

{5 1 10 


Prospect fill. Sily 27th, 1775." 


On the back of the bill is the following endorsement : 


* CITARLESTOWN, prospec TWILL, July 27th, 1775 

Ste. [have received the two within-named deserters 

at the hands of My. Samuel Allen, and if You are the 

proper person to pay him, you will please to answer the 

Within accompt, or direct him where ye may receive his 
pity. 


from your Humble Seryt.” 


a Ty 

ee velek. ibe lt dgeeod 
peel O% 170169 

er eit ved lewwo * di@eaPf jogetnt tfitad unl 

popnite ait yn © Te ee ah 

iy apes sorted 

; Hear 2! wine 1, yh benifit oe OL 

oh i see cor ott pel Vay oe 

fl altty | iy? p rete ET Vee.t§ at 


pe ttt obey dete 


j : hi (7,7! Ordben © you . ast 
Pe ee sm ae sett ciigt | 
i 
bee! Cee otek. TMA bah ia 


ap SEs gpendle evi Wied oot te dyad oft at) 


ee ee TELE tee 
poe te ee ea a ae Dh ee Caras syed |} tt 
th ware TE due soteted, boanek 1% td ehaad ott 6 
ph @este ve tad enc aig » Abi ar was dnd tn) oF) estey THOR 
col treress (hen aah werpdet somnti Dootslt cau sequogien belie 


* yn ld oo lag, ast 


a 


‘fs. Ty _ ee —_ 


O64 NOTES. 


They had not left Prospect Hill at the last of the year. 


for we find these receipts : 


~I 


‘ Prosrick Ilint, De ** 26, 1775. 
Recevd of Capt. Benjamin Lock By hand of Lieut. 
Solomon Bowman one pare of shoes, to it six shillings. 


JOHN TIDD.” 


* Prosrick Hunn, De % 27, 1775. 
Recevd of Capt. Benjamin Lock by the hand of Lieut. 
Solomon Bowman one pare shoes and two pare of stock- 
kins, to it twelve shillings and cight pence. 


WILLIAM PRADIEAN.” 


NOTE B—PAGE 27. 

The following deposition was taken by order of the 
Provincial Conyress : 

‘*Hannah Adams, wife of Deacon Joseph Adams, of 
the second precinct in Cambridge, testifieth and saith 
that on the ninetcenth day of April last, upon the return 
of the King’s troops from Concord, divers of them entered 
our house by bursting open the doors, and three of the 


soldiers broke into the room in which I then was, laid on 
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NOTES. (}. 


my bed, being scarecly able to walk from my bed to the 
fire, not having been to my chamber door from my being 
delivered in child-birth to that time. One of said soldiers 
immediately opened my curtains with his bayonet fixed 
pointing the same at my breast. IT immediately cried 
out, ** For the Lord’s sake, do not killme!” He replied, 
“Damn you!" One that stood near said, * We will 
not hurt the woman, if she will go out of the house, but 
we will surely burn it.” TL immediately arose, threw a 
blanket over me, and crawled into a corn-house near the 
door with my infant in my arms, where [remained until 
they were gone. They immediately set the house on 
fire, in which I had left five children and no other person, 
but the fire was happily extinguished when the house 


was in the utmost danger of being utterly consumed. 


Cambridge, Si cond Precinet. Well Miry, L779. 


NOTE C—PAGE ot. 
“Casunmmoan, May TO. bide, 
We, Benjamin Cooper and Rachel Cooper, beth of 
Cambridye, aforesaid, of lawful age, testify and say that 
‘nthe afternoon of the 19th day of April last, the 
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G6 NOTES. 


King’s regular troops, under the command of General 
Gage, upon their return from blood and slaughter, which 
they had made at Lexington and Concord, fired more 
than a hundred bullets into the house where we dwell. 
through doors, windows, &c.; then a number of them 
entered the house, where we and two aged gentlemen 
were all unarmed. We escaped for our lives into the 
cellar; the two aged gentlemen were humediatcly most 
barbarously and inhumanly murdered by them, being 
stabbed through in many places, their heads mauled, 
skulls broke, and their brains out on the tloor and walls 


of the house; and further saith not.” 
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